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Canadian Association of Critical Care Nurses (CACCN)

CANADIAN CRITICAL CARE NURSING CONFERENCE 2026

DELTA PRINCE EDWARD @ CHARLOTTETOWN, PE
SEPTEMBER 29 and 30, 2026

CANADIAN CRITICAL CARE NURSING CONFERENCE: The Canadian
Critical Care Nursing Conference is the annual national conference and
tradeshow of the Canadian Association of Critical Care Nurses (CACCN).
Diverse programming of evidence-based topics geared to enhancing
clinical practice, leadership, education, innovation and research, allows
participants to design educational agendas to meet their own unique
needs. The conference brings colleagues together from coast to coast
and abroad to share ideas and experiences.

SPEAKERS

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Kathleen Vollman,
MSN, RN, CCNS, FCCM, FCNS, FAAN

Kathleen has been a critical care nurse for over

40 years and a Clinical Nurse Specialist for 30 of those years. She
assists nurses and organization in achieving patient driven outcomes
through knowledge, process change and skill development.

Kathleen designs creative strategies and practical frameworks for
integrating evidence-based practices into nurses and multidisciplinary
teams’ workflow to innovate care and impact patient outcomes.
Kathleen is the inventor of the Voliman Prone Positioner that was on
the market from 1997-2011, making it easy and safe for turning critically
ill patients prone.

Kathleen’s knowledge base is expansive. She has presented, published
and consulted nationally and international on acute respiratory distress
syndrome (ARDS), prone positioning, sepsis early recognition and
management, early mobility, reducing health care acquired infections
and pressure injuries, nursing professional development, patient safety
and work culture.

VANCING NURSING THROUGH KNOWLEDGE & INNOVATION

KatMeen Vollman l

CANADIAN ASSOCIATION OF CRITICAL CARE NURSES (CACCN): The
Canadian Association of Critical Care Nurses (CACCN) is a volunteer
organization of Critical Care Nurses. CACCN is the voice for excellence
in Canadian critical care nursing. Our shared goal is to promote quality
patient- and family-centered care for Canadian’s experiencing life
threatening illness and injury. CACCN welcomes all registered nurses,
nursing students, allied health professionals and other colleagues who
are interested in advancing the science and craft of critical illness care.

INVITED SPEAKERS

Marley Gregorio, MScN, RN, CNCC(C)

Marley Gregorio is a critical care nurse who works in a Level 3 ICU and
Trauma centre in Ontario. Marley has held several roles in critical care,
including providing bedside care and education to rural and community
critical care nurses. As a PhD student in nursing, Marley is also
passionate about education and research, particularly as it pertains to
the intersection of critical care and end-of-life care. Marley is a member
of the CACCN Board of Directors and is currently the Vice President and
Chair of a Partner Relations Committee.

Caroline Penner, RN, CNCC(C)

As a Transition Clinical Nurse Educator, Caroline
Penner works with novice nurses within critical

care. Thisrole is a teacher, mentor, facilitator and coordinator. She fosters
the learners through the pathway of employed student nurses to med/
surg registered nurses (RNs) in critical care environments to full critical
care RNs. She has worked in various roles in critical care for 30 years.
Caroline was also a member of the CACCN Board of Directors from
2022 to 2026 and was Chair of Professional Development Committee
during that time.

Michelle House Kokan,
EdD, MSN, RN, CNCC(C), CCNE

Michelle House Kokan serves as an
adjunct faculty member in the Critical Care
Nursing program at the British Columbia Institute of Technology
(BCIT) in Burnaby, British Columbia and as the full-time Faculty
Development Lead for the Specialty Nursing Department. A critical
care nurse since 1991 and an educator for more than 25 years,
she is dedicated to advancing nursing education by supporting
nurse educators and fostering scholarly development among
nurses and faculty. She has served as Co-Editor of the Canadian
Journal of Critical Care Nursing since 2019.

The Canadian Journal of
ovew Critical Care Nursing

Ramesh Venkatesa Perumal, PhD,
RN, CCNE, CNCC(C), CCSNE

Ramesh Venkatesa Perumal is an Assistant Professor in the School
of Nursing at York University, Toronto, Ontario. As an internationally
educated nurse (IEN), he has more than 30 years of experience
spanning clinical practice, teaching, research, and community
service in India, Oman, and Canada. His critical care expertise
includes service as an intensive care unit nurse and as a clinical
practice leader. He currently coordinates York’s IEN BScN program
and serves as Undergraduate Program Director for the four-year
direct-entry BScN program. He has served as Co-Editor of the
Canadian Journal of Critical Care Nursing since 2022.

The Canadian Journal of
own Critical Care Nursing

SPONSORED
SPEAKERS

Nicole Korczak

Nicole Korczak is a Global Product Manager
for the Compression portfolio at Cardinal
Health, where she has spent the past four years driving product
innovation. She holds a bachelor's and master’s in biomedical
engineering with a business minor from the Ohio State University.
Nicole leverages her engineering foundation to develop advanced
clinical solutions. At this conference, she is facilitating discussions
with critical care nurses to gather firsthand clinical insights for a
next-generation intermittent pneumatic compression (IPC) sleeve
redesign.

CardinalHealth”

Michelle Lamont, MScN, RN

Michelle Lamont is a Franco-Ontarian nurse
based in the Ottawa area, living on the
unceded traditional territory of the Algonquin
Nation. Clinically, Michelle has worked in
various settings, including medicine-telemetry, COVID-19 care
and public health. Beyond the bedside, Michelle has contributed
to clinical research, focusing on projects that explore humanistic
nursing practice and improve patient and family experience. Rooted
in caring science, Michelle brings this perspective to her current
role as a Senior Project Manager in Organ and Tissue Donation and
Transplantation at Canadian Blood Services.

Canadian oo
Blood STem CiLLs
Services £Tiies

Stephanie Sutherland, PhD, RN

Stephanie Sutherland is an experienced
researcher and program evaluator with deep
experience in qualitative and mixed methods
research. She has provided research and
evaluation capacity-building support to healthcare professionals at
a variety of healthcare organizations, including the Royal College
of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada, the Children’s Hospital of
Eastern Ontario, and the Ottawa Hospital. With a PhD in Education
from the University of Toronto, Stephanie is a published researcher
with a longstanding commitment to improving patient care and
clinician training through rigorous collaborative inquiry. Stephanie’s
areas of expertise are in family experiences with organ and tissue
donation, and she has recently become a Senior Project Manager
with CBS.
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Everad Tilokee, MSc, RN

Everad Tilokee is a Senior Project Manager
at Canadian Blood Services, leading national
initiatives advancing organ and tissue donation
and transplantation in Canada, including
guidance on normothermic regional perfusion implementation. He
became a heart transplant recipient at the University of Ottawa
Heart Institute in 2014 where he completed his MSc in Cellular and
Molecular Medicine later that year. Everad brings over a decade of
experience in project management, research, patient engagement
and lived experience. He lives in Ottawa where he makes the most
of his gift of life alongside his wife, 2 dogs and 2 cats.
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ONLINE PROGRAM

The abstracts are available in the
online program on the CACCN website.

[l aE

https://tinyurl.com/CCNC2026Prog

WELLNESS
ACTIVITY
Orange Shirt Day

» 5K Run/Walk

Take a refreshing 5K run or walk
along the waterfront and through
Charlottetown’s scenic streets.
This is a complimentary wellness
event. Include this activity
when you complete your
registration.

NATIONAL DAY OF
TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION

Each year, September 30 marks the National Day for Truth
and Reconciliation. It is a day to honour and remember the
children taken from their families, those who never returned
home, and the individuals, families and communities still living
with the lasting impacts and trauma caused by the residential
school system in Canada. Public commemoration of the tragic
and painful history and ongoing impacts of residential schools is
a vital component of the reconciliation process.

SOCIAL EVENT

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29

Delegates, exhibitors, and sponsors are invited to
join us for Nurses Night Out! Mix and mlngle'
This is a complimentary ticketed event.

Order tickets at the time of registration

Generously supported by

" SPACELABS
HEALTHCARE

ORANGE SHIRT DAY

Orange Shirt Day is a commemorative day led by Indigenous
communities to raise awareness about the intergenerational impacts
of residential schools on children, families, and communities. It
honours Indigenous children who were lost in the residential school
system. The orange shirt symbolizes the loss of culture, freedom,
and self-esteem that many Indigenous children experienced. This
day reminds us that “Every Child Matters”.

On September 30, all
delegates are invited to

to show our respect,
support, afigggemnmitment
to reconcitiction.



