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CACCN News Flash BULLETIN 

November 2022 

More than 2,800 nurses served in the Canadian Army Medical Corps 
(CAMC), as fully-enlisted officers in the specially-created all female rank 
of Nursing Sister, with relative rank and equal pay to men – the first 
women among the Allied forces to do so. Nicknamed “bluebirds” 
because of their blue uniforms and white veils, Canada’s nursing sisters 
saved lives by caring for wounded and sick soldiers as well as 
convalescents, prisoners of war, and even civilians on occasion. 
 

Canadian military nurses were required to be trained nurses before 
enlistment. This limited the number of semi-trained and untrained 
women who, in the past, had offered a form of nursing service to other 
armies. It also eliminated non-Caucasian women, who were at the time 
ineligible to train as nurses in Canada. Appointment to the CAMC 
nursing service also required women to have British citizenship, to 
possess high moral character, physical fitness, and be between the ages 
of 21 and 38. They were women with an average age of 29.9 years, and 
almost all were single – at least at enlistment. Many of the nurses had 
brothers or fathers serving in the Canadian Expeditionary Force. All were 
volunteers and there was never a shortage of candidates. In January 
1915, for instance, there were 2,000 applicants for 75 positions. 
 

Of the 2,845 Canadian nursing sisters who served, at least 58 died as a 
result of enemy fire, disease, or drowning during the war. On two 
occasions in 1918, CAMC hospitals in Europe were hit by enemy 
bombers and several nurses were killed in the line of duty. On 27 June 
1918, a German U-Boat torpedoed and sank the Canadian hospital ship, 
the Llandovery Castle. All 14 nurses on board were killed. 
 

Although the nursing sisters returned from overseas with some new 
skills to contribute to their profession and a heightened sense of 
legitimacy as military nurses, they still had work to do. Many worked in 
the rehabilitation hospitals to continue caring for the thousands of 
soldiers – some of whom would need care for the rest of their lives. 
Others took courses to become public health nurses and took leadership 
in the growth of both public health work and social work across Canada, 
especially in remote areas. Some married and left nursing. Very few 
returned to hospitals as supervisors and educators. 
 

They had won the affection of thousands of Canadian soldiers, the 
gratitude of soldiers’ families, and public respect for the role they had 
played.  The military, however, had no place for them after the war, and 
downsized the re-named Royal Canadian Army Medical Corps (RCAMC) 
nursing service to twelve permanent nursing sisters. This number 
remained the same throughout the 1920s and 1930s, until the outset of 
the Second World War when Canadian trained nurses responded 
overwhelmingly once again to the “call to war.” 
 

Canadian War Museum: 
https://www.warmuseum.ca/firstworldwar/history/people/in-uniform/nurses/ 
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We are conducting a modified Delphi study to review and 
revise the current Canadian Association of Critical 
Care Nursing (CACCN) Standards.  
 

We are establishing an expert panel that will provide 
essential input into the revisions and establish our 6th 

Edition.  
 

To participate, the requirements are current CACCN 
membership and a minimum of 5 year's experience in 
critical care nursing. Your involvement will include 
completing an online survey to rate (based on 
importance) a variety of critical care nursing practice 
standards.  
 

This process will include three to four rounds (depending on 
consensus) of online surveys. Each round is expected to take 
approximately 30 minutes complete and will occur over several 
months. Your responses will be anonymous and presented in 
aggregate. You will have six weeks to complete each survey 
(round). After analysis of each round is completed, you will 
receive an email invitation for the next round (up to four rounds 
maximum). Please note that you must participate in previous 
rounds to participate in the new rounds. We will use a 4-digit 
code you create to track. There is no obligation to continue with 
subsequent rounds – this is voluntary only. However, having 
your consistent input is valuable to this process.  This study has 
been deemed quality improvement and does not require 
research ethics approval.  
 

For more information view email sent October 31 or 
visit Surveys:  https://caccn.ca/surveys/ 

 
 

 
CACCN Annual General Meeting 

 

Thank you to our members who attended the 
annual general meeting on October 27.  The 
meeting proceeded although we did not have 
the required 21 members to meet quorum, and 
such could not approve any Motions.  

MILITARY  
CRITICAL CARE NURSES 

 
FERO INTERNATIONAL IS  

SEEKING YOUR FEEDBACK 
 

Fero is a modular infrastructure manufacturing 
Canadian company that focuses on the 
healthcare and emergency management 
sectors.  We create space needed to save lives 
for the most vulnerable and remote 
communities.  On the healthcare side, Fero’s 
solutions span from complex pressurized and 
scalable mobile medical units such as intensive 
care units, operating rooms, long-term care 
spaces, triage centres and laboratories, to 
simple clinic spaces. 
 

We have been solicitated by organisations such 
as the United Nations to support countries in 
urgent healthcare needs. Our unit has been 
assessed by the UHN Healthcare Human 
Factors, but we believe that nothing can replace 
the field experience.  
 

We are looking for Military Critical Care 
Nurses who could share their expertise and 
give us feedback on the workflow and 
content of our facility. 
 

If you are interested or need additional 
details, please contact Eric Pothion at 905-
716-6228 or epothion@ferointl.com 
 

To know more about Fero, please follow this link 
Fero International Inc. (ferointl.com)  
 
We look forward to speaking with you!” 
 

CRITICAL CARE  
SPECIALTY CERTIFICATION 

 
CANADIAN NURSES ASSOCIATION 

 
WRITING THE FALL EXAM? 

Visit CACCN Members Only for  
Certification Resources  

 
Log in at https://caccn.ca/ 

 

https://caccn.ca/surveys/
mailto:epothion@ferointl.com
https://ferointl.com/
https://caccn.ca/
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       Deadline:  November 1            

UPCOMING EVENTS – November 10 and 24! 
REGISTER TODAY! https://caccn.ca/upcoming-events/ 

 

 

CALL FOR MEMBER PARTICIPATION / RECHERCHE DE BÉNÉVOLES 
https://caccn.ca/call-for-member-participation/ 
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ADVOCACY 

In light of the current nursing shortages and health-
care crisis in Canada, the Canadian Nurses 
Association (CNA) has launched a campaign to ask 
nurses and the general public to send a letter to 
their federal, provincial, and territorial 
representatives, urging them to fix Canada’s health-
care crisis and nursing shortages. 
 

The CNA has asked CACCN to participate in this 
campaign. They need our help to bring this 
message to as many elected officials across Canada 
as possible! The voice of nurses and the public is 
extremely important, and it matters greatly. Elected 
officials want to hear from their constituents and 
making them listen helps move the needle on major 
issues.  
 

All that nurses and the general public have to do is 
click on the link below and fill out the form so that 
the pre-written letter can be sent to the right 
elected official: 
 

ENGLISH: https://www.cna-aiic.ca/en/policy-
advocacy/take-action/nursing-shortages 
 

FRENCH: https://www.cna-
aiic.ca/fr/representation-et-politiques/passer-
alaction/penuries-dinfirmieres-et-infirmiers 

 

PARTICIPATE NOW! 

 

 
COVID-19 

• NEW! Health Canada authorized the Pfizer-BioNTech 
Comirnaty® Original and Omicron BA.1, bivalent COVID-
19 booster vaccine for use in individuals 12 years of age 
and older 

• NEW! NACI Statement: Recommendations on the use 
of Pfizer-BioNTech Comirnaty (3 mcg) COVID-19 vaccine 
in children 6 months to 4 years of age 
o NACI Summary 

• NEW! Frequency and impact of longer-term symptoms 
following COVID-19 in Canadian adults 

• NEW! Impact of COVID-19 in adults with chronic 
conditions: Emergency department visits 

• NEW! Impacts of COVID-19 on Canadian nursing 
homes and seniors’ homes in 2021 

• NEW! COVID-19 mortality among racialized 
populations in Canada and its association with income 

• NEW! Unmet health care needs during the pandemic 
and resulting impacts among First Nations people living 
off reserve, Métis, and Inuit 

CLINICAL WORKSHOP 
 

Inhalational Sedation in Clinical Practice 
Thursday ●24 November 2022 ● 07-08:00 AM 

 

Registration Information: 

• Email: SAVE-ICU@sunnybrook.ca 

• Subject: CCCF Workshop on Inhalational 
Sedation 

• Attendee info:  
a. Last name 
b. First Name 
c. Credentials 
d. Affiliations (Hospital) 

Mindwell for Healthcare Workers 
 

https://www.wellnesstogether.ca/en-CA/healthcare-

workers 

 

November 10: Journal Club @ 1600 hrs ET 
 

November 11: Office Closed - Remembrance 

Day 
 

November 24: Webinar @ 1200 hrs ET 
 

November 30: Deadline: Conference 

Committee 2023  
 

December 12: Webinar @ 1200 hrs ET 
 

December 19-23: Office Closed Holiday Season 
 

December 26-30: Office Closed Holiday Season 
 

January 2: Office Closed Holiday Season 

https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/covid19-industry/drugs-vaccines-treatments/vaccines/pfizer-biontech.html?utm_source=stakeholder-weekly-newsletter&utm_medium=link&utm_content=en-10-24-22&utm_campaign=srt-stakeholder-weekly-newsletter
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/covid19-industry/drugs-vaccines-treatments/vaccines/pfizer-biontech.html?utm_source=stakeholder-weekly-newsletter&utm_medium=link&utm_content=en-10-24-22&utm_campaign=srt-stakeholder-weekly-newsletter
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/covid19-industry/drugs-vaccines-treatments/vaccines/pfizer-biontech.html?utm_source=stakeholder-weekly-newsletter&utm_medium=link&utm_content=en-10-24-22&utm_campaign=srt-stakeholder-weekly-newsletter
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/covid19-industry/drugs-vaccines-treatments/vaccines/pfizer-biontech.html?utm_source=stakeholder-weekly-newsletter&utm_medium=link&utm_content=en-10-24-22&utm_campaign=srt-stakeholder-weekly-newsletter
https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/phac-aspc/documents/services/immunization/national-advisory-committee-on-immunization-naci/recommendations-use-pfizer-biontech-comirnaty-3-mcg-covid-19-vaccine-children-6-months-4-years.pdf?utm_source=stakeholder-weekly-newsletter&utm_medium=link&utm_content=en-10-24-22&utm_campaign=srt-stakeholder-weekly-newsletter
https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/phac-aspc/documents/services/immunization/national-advisory-committee-on-immunization-naci/recommendations-use-pfizer-biontech-comirnaty-3-mcg-covid-19-vaccine-children-6-months-4-years.pdf?utm_source=stakeholder-weekly-newsletter&utm_medium=link&utm_content=en-10-24-22&utm_campaign=srt-stakeholder-weekly-newsletter
https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/phac-aspc/documents/services/immunization/national-advisory-committee-on-immunization-naci/recommendations-use-pfizer-biontech-comirnaty-3-mcg-covid-19-vaccine-children-6-months-4-years.pdf?utm_source=stakeholder-weekly-newsletter&utm_medium=link&utm_content=en-10-24-22&utm_campaign=srt-stakeholder-weekly-newsletter
https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/phac-aspc/documents/services/immunization/national-advisory-committee-on-immunization-naci/naci-summary-october-21-2022.pdf?utm_source=stakeholder-weekly-newsletter&utm_medium=link&utm_content=en-10-24-22&utm_campaign=srt-stakeholder-weekly-newsletter
https://health-infobase.canada.ca/covid-19/post-covid-condition/?utm_source=stakeholder-weekly-newsletter&utm_medium=link&utm_content=en-10-24-22&utm_campaign=srt-stakeholder-weekly-newsletter
https://health-infobase.canada.ca/covid-19/post-covid-condition/?utm_source=stakeholder-weekly-newsletter&utm_medium=link&utm_content=en-10-24-22&utm_campaign=srt-stakeholder-weekly-newsletter
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/coronavirus-disease-covid-19/epidemiological-economic-research-data/impact-covid-19-adults-chronic-conditions-emergency-department-visits.html?utm_source=stakeholder-weekly-newsletter&utm_medium=link&utm_content=en-10-24-22&utm_campaign=srt-stakeholder-weekly-newsletter
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/coronavirus-disease-covid-19/epidemiological-economic-research-data/impact-covid-19-adults-chronic-conditions-emergency-department-visits.html?utm_source=stakeholder-weekly-newsletter&utm_medium=link&utm_content=en-10-24-22&utm_campaign=srt-stakeholder-weekly-newsletter
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/45-28-0001/2022001/article/00011-eng.htm?utm_source=stakeholder-weekly-newsletter&utm_medium=link&utm_content=en-10-24-22&utm_campaign=srt-stakeholder-weekly-newsletter
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/45-28-0001/2022001/article/00011-eng.htm?utm_source=stakeholder-weekly-newsletter&utm_medium=link&utm_content=en-10-24-22&utm_campaign=srt-stakeholder-weekly-newsletter
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/45-28-0001/2022001/article/00010-eng.htm?utm_source=stakeholder-weekly-newsletter&utm_medium=link&utm_content=en-10-24-22&utm_campaign=srt-stakeholder-weekly-newsletter
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/45-28-0001/2022001/article/00010-eng.htm?utm_source=stakeholder-weekly-newsletter&utm_medium=link&utm_content=en-10-24-22&utm_campaign=srt-stakeholder-weekly-newsletter
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/45-28-0001/2022001/article/00008-eng.htm?utm_source=stakeholder-weekly-newsletter&utm_medium=link&utm_content=en-10-24-22&utm_campaign=srt-stakeholder-weekly-newsletter
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/45-28-0001/2022001/article/00008-eng.htm?utm_source=stakeholder-weekly-newsletter&utm_medium=link&utm_content=en-10-24-22&utm_campaign=srt-stakeholder-weekly-newsletter
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/45-28-0001/2022001/article/00008-eng.htm?utm_source=stakeholder-weekly-newsletter&utm_medium=link&utm_content=en-10-24-22&utm_campaign=srt-stakeholder-weekly-newsletter
https://www.wellnesstogether.ca/en-CA/healthcare-workers
https://www.wellnesstogether.ca/en-CA/healthcare-workers

